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Rhymes Nursery
Security expert Abloy UK has supplied Rhymes Nursery, 
Quinton, Birmingham with an Escape Door System 
(EDS) to provide a secure and compliant access control 
solution for the premises, which also ensures occupants 
can safely escape in an emergency.

Rhymes Nursery opened its third premises six years ago, 
providing care for children from six months to fi ve years 
old, and up to eight years during school holidays. 

The nursery has a range of rooms to cater to the 
different age ranges and with up to 60 children to care 
for every day there are a lot of people in and out of the 
building, with lunchtimes noted as particularly busy.  

Rhymes had previously used fi ngerprint touch-ID 
to allow access into the building, but this system 
only worked for access and not egress. This posed a 
signifi cant security risk, with the nursery concerned that 
children could potentially leave the building unattended, 
or parents could allow unauthorised visitors into the 
building.

The solution to their problem was Abloy’s innovative 
Escape Door System (EDS) that offers easy access and 
egress while ensuring compliance, security and the 
ability to implement dynamic lockdown procedures. 

The EDS integrates three components to meet BS EN 
13637: Blocking, with a fail-unlocked locking element 
that does not require any mechanical input to operate, 
an intelligent Control that allows connection to fi re 
alarm systems or other building control systems to 
ensure escape in an emergency, and the Trigger unit 
which incorporates a key-switch and a push button that 
tells the controller to release the locking mechanism to 
allow safe escape. To be a valid BS EN 13637 solution, 
these three components must be tested together to 
ensure compliance and safety.

The system also offers the ability to quickly restrict 
access in response to threats, enabling dynamic 
lockdown by allowing specifi c zones that may be at 
risk within the building to be cordoned off, while still 
allowing escape.  

Abloy also tailored the door-alarm feature, reducing the 
original 10 seconds trigger to 3 seconds, so staff are 
promptly alerted when the building is not secure.

Gemma Killion, Nursery manager, said: “With the EDS we 
are able to prevent parents who are leaving the building 
from allowing access to other unauthorised visitors. Now, 
a member of staff is required to allow anyone to leave the 
building.”

This measure has positively impacted both security and 
peace of mind for parents. Gemma added: “Parents have 
given extremely positive feedback, and knowing the 
building is constantly secure gives great peace of mind that 
their children can’t exit the building and all entrances and 
exits are monitored, even during busy periods.

“The increased security has become an asset for the nursery 
as an excellent selling point, and the high-tech safety 
features are exceeding most nurseries in the area.” 

For further information on the full range of Abloy locking 
solutions available, Visit www.abloy.co.uk or email: info@
abloy.co.uk

ABLOY secures people, property and business 
operations on land, at sea, and in the air – in all 
circumstances.

ASSA ABLOY is the global leader in door opening 
solutions, dedicated to satisfying end-user needs 
for security, safety and convenience.
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